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W A N T E D
Rickettsia prowazekii aka Typhus Fever (Bacteria)
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Organism’s M.O.  – This rascal is ransmitted by the feces of body lice that contain R. prowazekii. It is a rod shaped, gram negative bacteria. 

Symptoms -Beginning symptoms include fever, fatique, loss of appetite, headache, and fever. A severe rash and mental dellirium, including twitching and hallucinations, soon follow.

Victims include people associated with war, famine, and other such events that cause personal hygiene to suffer and lice to be present.
Hideout of the culprit (where is it found) 
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Armed and Dangerous? Yes! If left untreated it is fatal. Also, relapse is possible years after infection and is called Brill-Zinsser disease.
Number of Victims Claimed is unknown but it is one of the mankinds oldest pestilences.
Most effective weapon against this pathogen (treatment) is a very strong antibiotic called doxycycline for patient and insecticide to kill lice that carry pathogen so there are no new infections.
Other Interesting Facts:

1. Named in honor of H. T. Ricketts and L. von Prowazek, both of whom contracted typhus in the course of their investigations and died.
2. Typhus is thought to have thwarted Napoleon’s invasion of Russia by killing most of his troops.
3. Typhus gets its name from Greek word for cloud or smoke in reference to mental haze caused by infection.
4. R. prowazekii was studied as a candidate for bioterrorism and is classified a class B terrorism agent.
5. Anne Frank died from Typhus in a concentration camp. 
R E W A R D $1,000,000
Left: microscopic look at lice where R. prowazekki hide. Above: Life cycle of the bacteria.








